Changes to Constitution, Match Regulations and Guidance
(since publication of 2004 Yearbook)

Constitution

· Amendment to 7(a) of the Constitution – to read….”Meet the specified Youth, Ground and Facilities standards appropriate to the relevant division.”

· Addition to 9 of the Constitution – to read….”The affiliation fee is to be incorporated in the annual subscription to the Welsh Club Cricket Conference”.

· Creation of 11(a) of the Constitution – to read…”The Welsh Club Cricket Conference and its member clubs are committed to comply with the Child and Vulnerable Persons Policy and implementation procedures set out in the England and Wales Cricket Board Policy in October 2003, and any amendments made to those guidelines from time to time either by that Body or any of its approved successors.”

· Creation of 11(b) of the Constitution -  to read…”The Welsh Club Cricket Conference and its member clubs are committed to strive to the best of its ability to ensure that equitable treatment is given to all with whom it has contact, irrespective of gender, religion, disability, ethnic origin or sexual orientation.”

· Creation of 11(c) of the Constitution – to read…”The Welsh Club Cricket Conference and its member clubs are committed to promote Good Behaviour in Junior cricket teams in accordance with the Sports Council of Wales Chwarae Teg Initiative 2001, and any amendments made to those guidelines from time to time either by that Body or any of its approved successors.”

Match Regulations
· Amendment to Rule 2a of the Match Regulations…to read…“there will also be a single division Alliance league of one member clubs together with 3rd XI’s of member clubs."

· Amendment to Rule 4d of the Match Regulations – to read…. “A new ball is to be used in all 1st and 2nd X1 matches.”
· Creation of Rule 11g of the Match Regulations - to read…. "Where an independant umpire officiates, the umpire will deem as a Wide any fair delivery that passes the batsman striker on the leg side and that is more than 2 feet outside the line of the leg stump. This is in addition to any Wide that may be called as per Law 25."  (This regulation is subject to the approval of the Management Committee in its April 2005 meeting – after Yearbook print run)
· Addition to Rule 15c of the Match Regulations – to read….”Any club who does not supply the name of their Club Welfare Officer to the Secretary of the League by January 15th 2005 will be expelled from the League.”

· Creation of “Appendix 5 - Youth Criteria and Child Welfare”

· Copy of 11a of the Constitution to 1a of Appendix 5 – to read “…”The Welsh Club Cricket Conference and its member clubs are committed to comply with the Child and Vulnerable Persons Policy and implementation procedures set out in the England and Wales Cricket Board Policy in October 2003, and any amendments made to those guidelines from time to time either by that Body or any of its approved successors.”
· Copy of 11c of the Constitution to 1b of Appendix 5 – to read….…”The Welsh Club Cricket Conference and its member clubs are committed to promote Good Behaviour in Junior cricket teams in accordance with the Sports Council of Wales Chwarae Teg Initiative 2001, and any amendments made to those guidelines from time to time either by that Body or any of its approved successors.”

· Creation of 2a of Appendix 5 – to read…..”From the 2006 season, promotion to Division One 1st X1 is dependant on a club playing at least 6 youth fixtures in the previous season. This must be within a recognised League structure at either league or cup level. This is in addition to meeting the required ground and facilities criteria.”
Guidance 
SWCL Ground Criteria
ALL elements within each of the mandatory criteria must be satisfied.    Satisfaction of all the criteria within this section will qualify a ground for admission to the League.    To advance through the divisions requires the continued satisfaction of all admission criteria plus attainment by detailed marking of the marks required in the full ground criteria document.     Note also that in all the admission criteria below, that all elements within an individual criterion must be satisfied in order to pass that criterion.  (E.g. In M8, if no first aid box is present, or is poorly stocked, then the whole of M8 will not be satisfied)

M1 Boundaries:

· All boundaries should be of 50 yards (measured from the middle stump at both ends of pitches used for 1st XI matches).  One straight boundary can be between 45 and 50 yards as can one square boundary.

· Complies: YES | NO
M2 Outfield:

· Grass on the outfield must be cut short and receive its final mow on the match day or on the day immediately before the match.    Where a winter sport is played on an outfield, then it must be quickly and thoroughly reinstated so that it is not noticeably different from any other outfield of a high standard where winter sport is not played.

· The boundary must be clearly marked.  Rope or line markings to be enhanced by line markers at intervals of no more than 15 yards

· Complies: YES | NO
M3 The Square

· The square must have at least a 50 feet wide area that allows the boundaries as laid down in M1.    Footmarks etc. from previous weeks’ matches must have been repaired and an adequate means of watering the square be available.

· Complies: YES | NO
M4 The Pitch

· The pitch must receive its final preparation preferably on the day of the match, but at least on the day before the match.   It must be clearly and properly marked out in accordance with the laws and during intervals in play it must be brushed and re-marked.    A roller must be available for rolling if required during intervals.

· Complies: YES | NO
M5 Sightscreens

· There must be effective and well-maintained sightscreens, and these must be at least 14 feet high and 12 feet wide.   If the outfield slopes adversely they must be higher so as to compensate and they can be lower if the converse is the case.

· Complies: YES | NO
M6 Covers

· Adequate covering equipment, leak-free and well-maintained and capable of covering the whole of the pitch must be available.

· Complies: YES | NO
M7 Scoring & Timekeeping

· A scoreboard is required.   This must show detail of the Total Score, wickets down, overs bowled and target runs.   A clock of a minimum of 18 inches diameter must be prominent and clearly visible.   An adequate time bell for use by umpires is obligatory.    For first eleven matches a scorer must be provided.

· Complies: YES | NO
M8 Pavilion

· A pavilion is to be provided contiguous with the ground on which the match is played.  It is required to have three changing rooms, one each for the teams (each of 120ft² minimum) and one for the umpires (30ft² minimum), and must contain hot showering facilities with at least six working showerheads.   Toilet facilities (2 WC’s and 2 urinals) must be provided either within the pavilion or within 25 yards of it.    There must be a properly stocked and readily available first aid kit.

· Complies: YES | NO
In addition, when assessing grounds for admission into the League, the Inspectors must consider that it is reasonably possible for a ground to at least attain the standard required for admission to Division 1 before admission will be allowed.
ECB Directives
Inclusion of:

3. E.C.B. Fielding Directives 

· No young player in the Under 15 age group or younger shall be allowed to field closer than 8 yards (7.3 metres) from the middle stump, except behind the wicket on the off side, until the batsman has played at the ball. For players in the Under 13 age group and below the distance is 11 yards (10 metres). These minimum distances apply even if the player is wearing a helmet. 
· Should a young player in these age groups come within the restricted distance the umpire must stop the game immediately and instruct the fielder to move back.  In addition any young player in the Under 16 to Under 18 age groups, who has not reached the age of 18, must wear a helmet and, for boys, an abdominal protector box) when fielding within 6 yards (5.5 metres) of the bat, except behind the wicket on the off side. Players should wear appropriate protective equipment whenever they are fielding in a position where they feel at risk. 

· These fielding regulations are applicable to all cricket in England and Wales. Age groups are based on the age of the player at midnight on 31st August in the year preceding the current season.

Please note major change to:

4. Wicket-Keeping Gloves in Recreational Cricket 2005 Onwards
In its annual review, the ECB has decided that, from the start of the 2005 season, the new Law 40.2 will apply in all recreational cricket in England and Wales. See below for new law:

Law 40.2. Gloves
If, as permitted under 1 above, the wicket-keeper wears gloves, they shall have no webbing between the fingers except joining index finger and thumb, where webbing may be inserted as a means of support. If used, the webbing shall be

(a) a single piece of non-stretch material which, although it may have facing material attached, shall have no reinforcement or tucks.

(b) such that the top edge of the webbing
(i) does not protrude beyond the straight line joining the top of the index finger to the top of the thumb.
(ii) is taut when a hand wearing the glove has the thumb fully extended.
Changes to Constitution, Match Regulations and Guidance
(since publication of 2005 Yearbook)

Addition to Match Regulations………..

Creation of Rule 11g of the Match Regulations - to read…. "Where an independant umpire officiates, the umpire will deem as a Wide any fair delivery that passes the batsman striker on the leg side and that is more than 2 feet outside the line of the leg stump. This is in addition to any Wide that may be called as per Law 25. In matches where an independent umpire does not officiate, this rule can be used as guidance, providing both captains agree beforehand" 
Addition to Match Regulations………..

Inclusion in Appendix 6

ECB Directives

All clubs should implement the following directives and advice from the ECB :

3. E.C.B. Fielding Directives 

· No young player in the Under 15 age group or younger shall be allowed to field closer than 8 yards (7.3 metres) from the middle stump, except behind the wicket on the off side, until the batsman has played at the ball. For players in the Under 13 age group and below the distance is 11 yards (10 metres). These minimum distances apply even if the player is wearing a helmet. 

· Should a young player in these age groups come within the restricted distance the umpire must stop the game immediately and instruct the fielder to move back.  In addition any young player in the Under 16 to Under 18 age groups, who has not reached the age of 18, must wear a helmet and, for boys, an abdominal protector box) when fielding within 6 yards (5.5 metres) of the bat, except behind the wicket on the off side. Players should wear appropriate protective equipment whenever they are fielding in a position where they feel at risk. 

· These fielding regulations are applicable to all cricket in England and Wales. Age groups are based on the age of the player at midnight on 31st August in the year preceding the current season.

Please note major change to:

4. Wicket-Keeping Gloves in Recreational Cricket 2005 Onwards

In its annual review, the ECB has decided that, from the start of the 2005 season, the new Law 40.2 will apply in all recreational cricket in England and Wales. See below for new law:

Law 40.2. Gloves
If, as permitted under 1 above, the wicket-keeper wears gloves, they shall have no webbing between the fingers except joining index finger and thumb, where webbing may be inserted as a means of support. If used, the webbing shall be


(a) a single piece of non-stretch material which, although it may have facing material attached, shall have no reinforcement or tucks.

(b) such that the top edge of the webbing
(i) does not protrude beyond the straight line joining the top of the index finger to the top of the thumb.
(ii) is taut when a hand wearing the glove has the thumb fully extended.
Addition to Constitution …..

7. Promotion/Relegation

(c) Candidate clubs for promotion to the SWCL must meet the criteria laid out in Appendix 7. 

Addition to Match Regulations………..

Appendix 7

Promotion Criteria for Entry to the South Wales Cricket League

Before the start of any new season, all WCCC Division 1 clubs are to familiarise themselves with and formally agree to the criteria pertaining to promotion to the South Wales Cricket League. Clubs are to communicate their agreement in writing to the WCCC Secretary by May 15th. Also, by May 15th, all WCCC Division 1 clubs are to inform the WCCC Secretary whether or not they would qualify under the various promotion criteria, and be ready for ground inspections at any time after that. 

Memorandum of Understanding 

This details the arrangements for the operation of the pyramid system in South Wales where the South Wales Cricket League (SWCL) administers the Premier League and the first two divisions of feeder clubs, and the Welsh Club Cricket Conference (WCCC) administers the remaining divisions of feeder clubs.

1. The SWCL will be prepared to replace two clubs from its lowest division if applicant clubs from the WCCC are accepted into membership of the SWCL, provided that the WCCC will accept into membership the clubs consequently to be removed.

2. The WCCC acknowledges that clubs (not already members of the SWCL) finishing in the top two positions of their highest division will have the right to apply for membership of the SWCL.

3. The WCCC acknowledges that membership applications will only be considered by the Premier League if the club applying satisfies all the current criteria regarding: -

(a) Ground Standards

(b) Youth Cricket Development

(c) Ability to raise the requisite number of sides

4. In connection with the qualifying criteria above, and applications from WCCC clubs the SWCL undertakes:-

(a) Not to apply any different criteria to applicant clubs than it would to its existing members

(b) Not to place a harsher interpretation on the qualifying criteria than would otherwise apply to existing members 

5. Responsibility for nominating clubs for membership of the SWCL will reside with the WCCC.    The WCCC undertakes not to nominate any club that fails to comply with the qualifying criteria as laid down in part 3 above.   The WCCC accept that Inspectors appointed by the SWCL will determine compliance with standards.

6. The WCCC agree to communicate this understanding to their member clubs and make membership of the WCCC conditional upon the acceptance by member clubs of its terms.

7. This understanding is effective from the start of the 2005 season, and agreed on behalf of the SWCL and the WCCC by the undersigned.

SWCL Youth Criteria 

In addition to ground criteria, any club who wishes to make itself eligible for promotion from the Division 1 of the Welsh Clubs Cricket Conference  will be required to enter locally-organised junior leagues at two out of Under 15, Under 13 or Under 11 levels, for at least one season prior to being promoted. A minimum of 6 matches per team must be played in the locally-organised junior league competitions.

SWCL Ground Criteria

ALL elements within each of the mandatory criteria must be satisfied.    Satisfaction of all the criteria within this section will qualify a ground for admission to the League.    To advance through the divisions requires the continued satisfaction of all admission criteria plus attainment by detailed marking of the marks required in the full ground criteria document.     Note also that in all the admission criteria below, that all elements within an individual criterion must be satisfied in order to pass that criterion.  (E.g. In M8, if no first aid box is present, or is poorly stocked, then the whole of M8 will not be satisfied).

In addition, when assessing grounds for admission into the League, the Inspectors must consider  that it is reasonably possible for a ground to at least attain the standard required to Division 1 before admission will be allowed.

M1 Boundaries:

· All boundaries should be of 50 yards (measured from the middle stump at both ends of pitches used for 1st XI matches).  One straight boundary can be between 45 and 50 yards as can one square boundary.

· Complies: YES | NO
M2 Outfield:

· Grass on the outfield must be cut short and receive its final mow on the match day or on the day immediately before the match.    Where a winter sport is played on an outfield, then it must be quickly and thoroughly reinstated so that it is not noticeably different from any other outfield of a high standard where winter sport is not played.

· The boundary must be clearly marked.  Rope or line markings to be enhanced by line markers at intervals of no more than 15 yards

· Complies: YES | NO

M3 The Square

· The square must have at least a 50 feet wide area that allows the boundaries as laid down in M1.    Footmarks etc. from previous weeks’ matches must have been repaired and an adequate means of watering the square be available.

· Complies: YES | NO

M4 The Pitch

· The pitch must receive its final preparation preferably on the day of the match, but at least on the day before the match.   It must be clearly and properly marked out in accordance with the laws and during intervals in play it must be brushed and re-marked.    A roller must be available for rolling if required during intervals.

· Complies: YES | NO

M5 Sightscreens

· There must be effective and well-maintained sightscreens, and these must be at least 14 feet high and 12 feet wide.   If the outfield slopes adversely they must be higher so as to compensate and they can be lower if the converse is the case.

· Complies: YES | NO

M6 Covers

· Adequate covering equipment, leak-free and well-maintained and capable of covering the whole of the pitch must be available.

· Complies: YES | NO

M7 Scoring & Timekeeping

· A scoreboard is required.   This must show detail of the Total Score, wickets down, overs bowled and target runs.   A clock of a minimum of 18 inches diameter must be prominent and clearly visible.   An adequate time bell for use by umpires is obligatory.    For first eleven matches a scorer must be provided.

· Complies: YES | NO

M8 Pavilion

· A pavilion is to be provided contiguous with the ground on which the match is played.  It is required to have three changing rooms, one each for the teams (each of 120ft² minimum) and one for the umpires (30ft² minimum), and must contain hot showering facilities with at least six working showerheads.   Toilet facilities (2 WC’s and 2 urinals) must be provided either within the pavilion or within 25 yards of it.    There must be a properly stocked and readily available first aid kit.

· Complies: YES | NO

